
      Minutes of the Penton Grafton Parish Council meeting held on     
       Tuesday 14th of January 2025 in the Fairground Hall at 7.00pm. 

 
Present: Cllr Mrs P Foster – Chairman 

             Cllr Mr N Blackmore – Vice Chairman   
             Cllr Mrs Z Smale 
             Cllr Mr J Neal 

             Cllr Mr C May 
             Richard Waterman – Parish Clerk 

             Borough Councillor Mrs L Lashbrook 
             Members of the Public – Mr B Funnell and Mr S Brown. 
 

Apologies: Cllr Mrs J Osborne, County Councillor Mr C Donnelly and Borough  
                Councillor Mr P Lashbrook. 

             
WELCOME. 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST.   

Cllr Mrs P Foster declared an interest in the Fairground Site and the Fairground Hall. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY. 
Cllr Mr N Blackmore proposed that Mr Christopher May is co-opted on to the Parish 
Council to fill the current vacancy. This was seconded by Cllr Mr J Neal. All agreed. 

Mr Christopher May signed the Declaration of Office. The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mr 
C May onto the Parish Council. 

 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 
The Chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting as a true record. Matters 

arising from those minutes: 

 
Highways – Cllr Mr N Blackmore 
The problems of the A342 traffic island and pedestrian crossing continue. There has 
been a series of emails between myself and HCC Director Patrick Blogg, and his staff 

which have been circulated. The HCC whilst admitting in various correspondence that 
the crossing is poorly sited and in poor condition due to resurfacing appear to not 

intend to do anything about it. The lighting has been reinstated, but the remaining 
repair work is in the queue. 
HCC have spent a lot of effort in correspondence explaining that the Parish is not 

entitled to a formal crossing as it does not meet the necessary criteria. As a formal 
crossing has not been asked for this is a waste of time. The questions I have asked 

have not been answered. What is needed is for the existing pedestrian refuge to be 
re-sited and improved. 
We need to consider how we pursue this to ensure the village is provided with what 

should have been provided correctly in the first place. Since this crossing point was 
first installed (poorly) by HCC the village of Weyhill has seen its population rise 

significantly, and the crossing become even more important for the safety of Weyhill 
Residents. In my view we need to escalate this to our MP. Ongoing. 
Weyhill Bottom Crossroads – Whilst some new signs have been erected. The “No 

HGV” sign has not been replaced. Ongoing. 
 



Weyhill – Cllr Mr N Blackmore. 
The bricks that have been displaced from the front wall of the bus shelter adjacent to 

Hardy Fair close await repair. I have suggested removing the whole front of this bus 
shelter in order to remove the problem, but due to time constraints have not had 

time to pursue this. Ongoing. AFTER NOTE: The work was done shortly after the 
meeting. A new Bus stop pole has been fitted. 
Whilst flooding on the North side of the A342 has been significantly reduced, the bus 

stop area still floods. Ongoing. 
The footpath on Weyhill Bottom Road from the A342 to Weyhill Bottom Crossroads 

has been cleared by HCC. As has the footpath from the crossroads to Weyhill Botton. 
A new bus stop pole has appeared on the South side of the A342. 
New Bus Shelter on South side of A342 – This is now being pursued directly by the 

Parish Council. It had been hoped that HCC would include this in other works planned 
for the village. As this is now most unlikely, I think that we should press on with the 

installation. 
 
Fly tipping. 

Nothing to report. 
 

Resilience – Cllr Mr N Blackmore. 
A grant application to Scottish & Southern Electricity has been successful. We have 

been awarded some £2,400. Our preferred contractor has the internal wiring in hand, 
and it is hoped to have the standby generator tested and in situ in the near future. 
Once the installation is complete there will need to be regular tests, and at least an 

annual exercise held. 
The CEP is under review to reflect our current capabilities, and the insurance 

requirements. We now need to progress the plan into an active state. Ongoing. 
The recruitment of volunteers for the CEP is ongoing, and now even more important. 
 

Flooding – Cllr Mr N Blackmore. 
The Upper Anton Parishes Flood Forum have approached Southern Water, EA, and 

HCC, and are now aware of our existence. The SW Infiltration Reduction Plan for 
Appleshaw and Penton Mewsey is being pursued with SW, but with no response to 
date from SW. The EA have been approached for information and in particular “Main 

River” maps and been most helpful. HCC have been approached to attend a meeting 
but have only offered an online meeting to date.  

Currently the individual Parishes have been tasked with conducting watercourse 
surveys to a standard format to identify problems. Once these survey forms are 
completed the individual Parishes will be writing to the Landowners concerned to 

carry out the necessary works. A standard letter has been produced. These forms will 
both provide the Parishes with detailed information, and for the Forum to have a 

detailed information for the whole area. 
Clanville Pond – The problems with this pond overflowing are being addressed. The 
Parish will undertake some remedial work to protect the property owned by the 

Cottage Charity. However, the main problem is caused by water flowing into the pond 
due to poorly maintained drainage ditches that are not our responsibility. Both HCC 

and Wiltshire Council have been approached and our MP involved. Ongoing 
  
FINANCE. 

FINANCIAL POSITION – 14th January 2025 
 

 



INCOME. 
SSE Grant for Generator = £2,317.00 

 
EXPENDITURE. 

Administration      August and September         = £  960.00 
Lloyds Bank          Account Charge                   = £   24.70 
Website                Hosting Fee                         = £   20.64 

Lewis                   Electric Gate CCTV Monitoring   £   50.00           
Post Office            Stamps                               = £   36.50 

Chris Wilkins         Maintenance                        = £   87.85 
                                                                   = £1,179.69 

 

Bank Account Summary. 
Lloyds Current Account                      £ 7,873.10   

Barclays 10 day Account 1.5%           £     660.52 
Generator Money                              £  2,317.00 
                                                      £10,850.62 

 
PRECEPT 2025/2026. 

The Parish Clerk produced a budget sheet showing the estimated results for the year 
2024/2025 and the budget for the Year 2025/2026. The Parish Council discussed the 

figurers and all agreed that there would be no increase in the Precept for the next 
financial year. The Precept for the year 2025/2026 was set at £15,000. Proposed by 
Cllr Mrs P Foster and seconded by Cllr Mr N Blackmore. All Agreed. 

 
Internal Auditor.  

The Parish Council agreed that Mr P Reynolds will continue to be contracted to carry 
out the yearly Audit of the Parish Council Accounts and accepted his 3% increase in 
fees. Proposed by Cllr Mrs P Foster and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Osborne. All agreed.  

 
PLANNING. 

24/02871/FULLN – Retention of garden room and increased heights of boundary wall   
                            23 Casterbridge Lane, Weyhill – NO OBJECTION. 

  

24/02879/TREEN – Tree works to 2 Maple, 1 Ash and 1 Poplar – Vine Cottage, Penton  
                             Lane, Pento Grafton – NO OBJECTION. 

 
24/02598/CLPN – Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed use as a  
                          meeting place for the children of the brethren community to be  

                          picked up and dropped off by mini-buses transporting them to  
                          school – Gospel Hall, Weyhill Road, Weyhill – NO OBJECTION.  

 
Cllr Mrs Z Smail reported that Hannah the Planning Officer dealing with the lighting at 
the garage has issued a notice for the lights to be turned off for a period of 28 days 

and the application for the provision of the lights to re-submitted. 
 

FOOTPATHS – Cllr Mrs Z Smale. 
Cllr Mrs Z Smale reported that the verge that was causing problems for pedestrians 
has now been cut back.  

Missing Footpath signs will be reported to Hampshire Rights of Way. 
There has still not been any clearing or cutting back of Hanging Bush Lane. 

 



PARISH COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS. 
CLLR MRS J OSBORNE – Asked for the Parish Council to be made aware that the 

Southern Water Tankers are back at Weyhill Bottom over pumping 24 Hours a day.  
 

Cllr Mrs J Osborne has also confirmed that Hampshire Highways have not cleared the 
pavement from the crossroads to the Busy Bees Play School.   
 

CLLR MRS Z SMAIL – Reported that the damaged bench has still not been replaced by 
the PCCC.  

Cllr Mrs Z Smail has reported several missing road signs to Hampshire Highways. 
 
CLLR MR C MAY – Reported on the Clanville Pond and Flooding. Cllr Mr C May met 

with a Hampshire Highways Engineer on site to discuss the issues with flooding and 
the Pond. Highways have now dug out the grate that was completely blocked and 

cleared the soakaway. 
 
The issues have been noted and passed to a problem-solving Modelling Company who 

will look at solutions to assist with the dispersal and management of the road surface 
water. Highways are also going to dig out a soakaway sited behind the Chaple that 

has silted up over the years. 
 

The Parish Council were encouraged with this news. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. 

Mr Steve Brown introduced himself and stated that he owns Motley Mill in Weyhill and 
is considering providing the site for affordable housing. A developer has expressed an 

interest, and he has been told that a housing survey will need to be completed. 
 
The Parish Council discussed this with Mr Brown. The Clerk suggested that he talk to 

Test Valley Borough Council, as they have helped other parishes in completing a 
Housing Survey. 

 
Mr Steve Brown stated that he was impressed with the Penton Grafton Parish Council. 
It was refreshing to hear a Parish Council discuss all issues relating to the parish and 

their willingness to engage with the members of the public who attended their 
meetings.  

 
The Chairman thanked Mr Brown for his comment and confirmed that they would be 
in touch once they had a clearer view on a Housing Survey.  

 
CLOSE OF THE MEETING. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting. 
 
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 

11th of March 2025. 
 

 


